U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Royal GorgeField Office
3028E. Main Street
Canon City, CO 81212

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: C(O-200-20080010 EA

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBERoptionaly COG-71155

PROJECT NAME Realtyi Pulic Service Powerline Rigkaf-Way Application

PLANNING UNIT: Management Unit 801

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Gilpin County Sixth Principal Meridian
T.3S., R73 W.,, Section 11:
Lots 1418, 21, 22, SE1/4ANW1/4NE1/4, E1/2SW1/4,
W1/2SW1/8E1/4 (all within).

APPLICANT: Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCC)

ISSUES AND CONCERNS There are no issues and concerns that have been brought forward
at this point.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundntrodudion: Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCC) has constructed

overhead lines on several portions of puldied in Gilpin County.The single pole, above

ground system provides electrical service to
Cental City. The various individual service lines were installed over a period of time from the

mid to |l ate 190006s. T hot20 pepapate,isolatdur@guldrly shapedv o1 v e d
parcels that are remnants of the original public domain. @meants were lefbver after the
issuance of countless, intermingledi ni ng c¢cl aim patents during the
There is currently a trespass ca€86C-68755 regarding theinauthorized use. To resolve this

trespass, PSCC has applied & rightof-way (ROW) to authorize these lines.

Proposed Action On May 30, 2007, PSCapplied for two different actionzursuant to Title V
of the Federal Land Policy Management Act of 19T&e first action would resolve the trespas
mentionedabove and authorizée overhead lines that were built without authorization. The
second action would allow PSCC to bury a portion of the existing overhead Tinesxisting
25KkV overhead lines are 2,058.0&fen length and 10 feet in widfbr a btal of 0.472 acres.
The total length of the proposé8 kV buried lines will be 280.40feet in length and 10 feet in



width for a total 0f0.064acres. This would bring theverhead line dimensions to 1,777 féét
in length and 10 feet in wildtfor a tdal of 0.408acres

The buried portions of the line will be within the Eureka Village development just west of

Central City. All new construction shall be done inside the original disturbance area. A backhoe
will be used to open cut the trench andiadh conduit shall be placed in the trench for future
mainterance use. All construction spowvisll be removed and disposed of off site. All poles

shall be removed and will be hauled to angifé location. The trench and any disturbed ground
will be re-seedecndthe following seed mixtureghall be broadcast

Western Wheatgrass 10Ibs/acre
Needle and Thread Grass 10 Ibs/acre
Arizona Fescue 2lbs/acre
Total 22 Ibs/acre

The construction is estimated to tdké& business days across the BLVhe grant couldbe
issued subject to the standard terms and conditions and the following special stipulations:

1) The holder shall contact the authorized officer at I&@slays prior to the

anticipated start of construction and/or any surface distyiduitivities. The authorized

officer may require and schedule a preconstruction conference with the holder prior to the
holder's commencing construction and/or surface disturbing activities on thefright

way. The holder and/or his representative sht#nd this conferencelhe holder's

contractor, or agents involved with construction and/or any surface disturbing activities
associated with the rigittf-way, shall also attend this conference to review the stipulations
the grant including the plarg(of development.

2) The holder shall conduct all activities associated with the construction, operation, and
termination of the righof-way within the authorized limits of the rigbt-way.

See NEPA box fosurvey information showing whe the linesross public lands and a location
map of the area.

No Action Alternative: The currenbnthe-groundsituationconstitutes a trespass. The land
pattern, as mentioned above, is fractured due to mining in the area and the subsequent patented
lands. The n@ction alternative would not resolve this trespass. Failure to resolve this trespass,
the neaction alternative, is against BLM regulations and is not a reasonable alternative.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT CARRIED FORWARDThe only other
alternativewould be to require PSCC to remove their existing lines from public lands. This
would not only impact the rural residents of Gilpin County unnecessarily, it would also create a
significant financial burden othem. Due to the fact that the trespass meg&nowing and

willful, but was due to the fractured land patterns in the area, we do not consider this a
reasonable alternative and it will not be carried forward for analysis.




NEED FOR THEACTION: The applicant has requested and applied for a-aflatay for this
power line. There is a need to evaluate the proposal and respond to the application, as well as a
need to resolve the current trespass situation.

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW The Proposed Action is subjeéotand has been reviewed
for confomance withthe following plan(43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3)

Name of Plan Northeast Resource Management Plan

Date Approved September 1986

Decision Number Issue #25, Page 18

Decision LanguageUse applications (Issue 25): All BLM administérsurface estate is
in the AGeneral 0o (25A) category. Application
an individual basis.
Standards for Public Land Healtin January 1997, Colorado BLM approved the Standards for
Public Land Health. Thes#andards covarpland soils, riparian systems, plant and animal
communities, threatened and endangered species, and water quality. Standards describe
conditions needed to sustain public land health and relate to all uses of the public lands. Because
a gandard exists for these five categories, a finding must be made for each of them in an
environmental analysis. These findings are located in specific elements listed below.




AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT / ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES / MITIGATION
MEASURES

CRITICAL ELEMENTS

AIR QUALITY



